.
Notwithstanding the variation in their names and locales, the most important component of these meetings has remained unchanged. They are international, not simply as a component of the name, but most significantly with respect to their spirit. When the first meeting was held in Berne in 1927, most of the current organizing societies for the 14th International Thyroid Congress did not exist. These include the Asia and Oceania Thyroid Association (AOTA), The European Thyroid Association (ETA), and the Latin American Thyroid Society (LATS). The American Thyroid Association (ATA) itself was known by a different name. Nonetheless the international spirit was present. Interestingly, in the case of at least two of these societies, it was an international meeting that catalyzed their formation. As noted by Dr. Gerasimos Kras- Since 1927 the international thyroid meetings have been held in every month of the year except for January, March, April, and December. Nine meetings were held in winter/ summer and four in spring/fall, terms that reflect the bihemispheric origins of their attendees. For Parisians and other residents of the Northern Hemisphere, this year's 14th International Thyroid Congress occurs not in early fall, as September is sometimes thought of, but in late summer. It should be a glorious time to interact with and learn from colleagues all over the world in a most pleasant venue.
